
President / Congress Director 
 
President 
This meeting is the end of my term in office. I would like to thank everyone for 
making it a smooth and trouble free Presidency and wish the same for my successor. 
 
I have been an “Executive” President – essentially running the Executive Committee 
(EC). The EC, mindful of the need to find a replacement and that he or she would 
come from outside the EC, suggests for consideration by the AGM, the option of 
returning to a “Figurehead” President, who would just chair General Meetings. The 
choice of style would be at the discretion of the successful candidate, and they could 
change from “figurehead” to “executive” after say the first year if so minded. 
 
One matter not dealt with elsewhere. The RRM approved the purchase of a set of 
digital clocks for the association, digital clocks be awarded as league prizes and 
additional clocks be purchased, to offer for resale to clubs at the discounted price 
arising from a bulk purchase. 40 clocks at £45 each have now been purchased and 
Gambit, Nomads and WB have already taken advantage of the offer. If demand 
continues like this there could be a further purchase in due course. 
 
David organised a dinner for the EC to mark the end of his Presidency. I wish to 
follow that precedent and cordially extend the invitation to the whole association. – 
well we should be able to manage one purely social event every 3 or 4 years…The 
dinner will be at the Beeches Hotel, Wilford Lane, WB (Just opposite the entrance to 
the old WB club) on Saturday 21st September.    
   
 
Congress Director 
 
County Championship (CC) – The initial entry of 50 was reduced to just over 40 by 
bad weather. The junior entry was around 20 was all that could be hoped for, and 
shows the benefit of the quicker time-limit and earlier finish on the Saturday. The 
adult entry of 30 was below that at the High School. A survey of players at the 
Congress showed a 37-6 preference for the High School, on the basis of higher entry 
fee to meet the higher room hire costs. Survey details should be on the website. The 
CC will return to the High School, subject to availability. 
 
Congress & Rapidplay – The entry was down from the previous years 167 to 150. All 
the reduction was in the local entry and perhaps this is at least partly due to the timing 
of the CC – last season it was in June, after the congress, and this year it was January, 
closer than usual to the congress. The Rapidplay numbers were also down – June is 
not an ideal time and a number of regulars were missing. We should be back to 
normal this coming year – CC late November, Rapidplay January and Congress 
29/30th March (easter is very late in 2014)          
 
    
 
Robert Richmond 
 
 


